David J. Underwood
May 15, 1950 - July 31, 2019

David J. Underwood, 69, of Eureka, passed away at 8:00p.m. on Wednesday, July 31,
2019 at Sharon Elms in Peoria.
He was born on May 15, 1950 in Galesburg, IL a son of Leroy Jene and Emily (Elliott)
Underwood. He married Phylis Hon on June 17, 1972 in Cordova, MD.
He is survived by his wife, Phylis of Eureka; three children, Andrew (Nicole) Underwood of
Goodfield; Sarah (Shane) Phillips of Bloomington; Alex (Dion) Underwood of Tucson, AZ;
four grandchildren, Kathrin, Allison, Addison & Luke; two brothers, Jon (Shawn)
Underwood; Dana (Jackie) Underwood both of Galesburg; mother-in-law, Margaret Hon of
Eureka; brother-in-law, Michael (Charlene) Hon of Bellevue, NE; aunt, Diane Eiermann of
Eureka; uncle, Lyle (Gayle) Elliott of Niles and many nieces, nephews and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Dave worked for Quality Metal Products in Peoria for 36 years, as machinist and later as a
Quality Manager, retiring on July 1, 2013.
Dave served in the US Army from 1969 to 1972.
Dave loved to spend time with his family, especially his grandchildren. He also enjoyed fly
fishing and the yearly trips to Siren, Wisconsin with close friends and he loved to travel.
He will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved him.
The family would like to thank OSF Hospice, Sharon Elms and the Lutheran Hillside
Village Memory Care Unit for taking care of David.
Cremation will be accorded and graveside services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday,
August 8, 2019 at Camp Butler National Cemetery in Springfield where full military rites
will be accorded at the grave. Pastor Doug Hicks will officiate. Visitation will be held from
5-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 7, 2019 at the Argo-Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home in
Eureka.
Memorial contributions may be made to Disabled American Veterans. Online condolences
may be sent to the family at www.argoruestmanharris.com.

Events
AUG
7

Visitation

05:00PM - 07:30PM

Argo-Ruestman-Harris Eureka
508 South Main Street, Eureka, IL, US, 61530-1316

AUG
8
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

argo ruestman - August 06, 2019 at 03:11 PM

“

Lighthouse Buick GMC in Morton sent a check to the Disabled American Veterans as
a memorial to David Underwood. Do you have any information about it? It has NOT
cleared our bank. Sorry to put this on your tribute wall but wanted this memorial to
happen. 309-266-1919

Lighthouse Buick GMC - January 20 at 12:47 PM

“

88 files added to the album LifeTributes

argo ruestman - August 06, 2019 at 03:02 PM

“

Alex and familyI’m so sorry for your loss. Thoughts and prayers for you. May you cherish the
memories you have of him.
Rachel Zimmerman (classmate of Alex’s)

Rachel Zimmerman - August 06, 2019 at 06:25 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of David J. Underwood.

August 04, 2019 at 07:00 PM

“

I have very fond memories of Dave getting to know him at Bethel Memory Care at
LHV. I truly enjoyed talking and walking around with him getting to know him! He was
a wonderful soul and I could tell he was a wonderful, husband, father and man who
served him country in a great way! My favorite thing i remember about dave is that
he would always say “I’m hungry!” I would always give him a piece of chocolate or a
cookie to satisfy him. A wonderful soul he was. God Bless him and his family!

Greg King - August 04, 2019 at 11:31 AM

“

“

Thank you,. for your memories of my husband David.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:05 PM

Dave was a resident with my mom at Lutheran for about a year. I remember the first
“dance” party we had there and I asked him to dance. He smiled so big and he and I
danced together for a song arm in arm. I will never forget the happiness in his smile.
Blessings to his soul and his family. Susan Schuck

Susan Schuck - August 04, 2019 at 11:24 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your memories with our family, Dave loves music and liked to dance.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:06 PM

Phylis was so sorry to hear about Dave. Have many good memories of fun times. My
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.

cheryl cooley - August 04, 2019 at 12:08 AM

“

Thank you Cheryl, we did have some great times together, esp. going up to Chicago for the
Bears games. Oh what fun all had.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:10 PM

“

Our thought and prayers are with you. God bless, Brad & Peg Wilke

Peg Wilke - August 03, 2019 at 08:40 PM

“

“

Thank you ,
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:08 PM

Hey. Did sports and cars with Dave. Many good times. When he went to service we
had a going away party three times. First was big,he was sent home for a week so
we had another party,then they sent him home for another week we had a third party
and told to come back for two years
, he also borrowed my 66 gto and it caught
fire and burned to the ground, made front page news but would love to post that
picture but don't have a copy. " Dog Burns Bears Goat.". Was ok, just went and got a
different ride. Rest in peace Dave.

Mike Bair - August 03, 2019 at 09:18 AM

“

Thank you for sharing this with the family, Dave always would tell me intesting stories of
when he was in Jr. High & Senior High there in Galesburg, and he often talked about car
racing in Galesburg and about the time he had your car and it caught fire.
I never knew Dave in those days, as we met in Washington DC while I worked for the FBI
and he was stationed there with the Army. But I can tell you he always enjoyed telling what
happened that night.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of Dave's passing. Our loss is Dave's gain. Heaven is
brighter and the world is darker.
Phyllis, Andy, Sarah, and Alex: I am praying for you as you grieve. May you find
strength in the love of family and in the warm embrace of friends.
Dave is now fishing on Heaven's golden shore. I see him standing there, and I hear

his chuckle in the air.
Rest in peace, Dave.
Kathy Morrow

Kathy Morrow - August 03, 2019 at 06:39 AM

“

Thank you Kathy, Thank you for your thought words during this difficult time for us. Love
you and hope to see you soon.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:16 PM

“

Is this the Dave we called Underdog in school ? We went to our draft physicals
together in Chicago and lost sight of him years later.

Michael Thomas Lampson - August 02, 2019 at 11:07 PM

“

I guess it is, Dave said that he went by the name of "Dog" short for Underdog, the cartoon.
Dave enjoyed his time in the Army, we met while he was stationed in Washington DC area
and I worked for the FBI. We only knew each other a short time when we got married, but
this past June we celebrated 47 years of marriage. Thank you for note. The Underwood
Family
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

Jackie Underwood lit a candle in memory of David J. Underwood

Jackie Underwood - August 02, 2019 at 10:12 PM

“

Dave was my brother in law. He always had a sense of humor..would always make us
laugh. My favorite was when we were in Fla the 4 of us and we were lost and kept on
driving on old road and both brothers saw a oyster bar. They were in there height of glory
while Phyl and I sat smelling the nasty smells so we ate dessert first. They tell this story so

many times. RIP big brother from little brother Dana. We love you so much....
Jackie - August 02, 2019 at 10:16 PM

“

“

Love you Sis, see you on Wedsnday.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:20 PM

Jackie Underwood lit a candle in memory of David J. Underwood

Jackie Underwood - August 02, 2019 at 10:10 PM

“

Alice Mooberry lit a candle in memory of David J. Underwood

Alice Mooberry - August 02, 2019 at 02:20 PM

“
“
“

Thank you Alice
Phylis Underwood - August 02, 2019 at 06:07 PM

I didn't realize he'd been ill, Phyllis. Our condolences to you and your family!
Alice - August 02, 2019 at 07:16 PM

Many memories of Mr. Underwood as a kid. My fondest is when he would come home from
work, drop everything and come play basketball with us in his back yard. He was never
easy on us when he played... made me a better athlete not only in basketball but all
around. Thank you sir! Rest in Peace. Larry Edwards
Larry Edwards - August 03, 2019 at 07:22 PM

“

Dear Larry, That was Dave he loved sports, going to see you & Andy and Sarah & Alex,
play or cheer was very important to him.
He loved life to the fullest and that is what we will miss the most.
Thank you for sharing your memories with us. PS Dave so enjoyed seeing you that time
you stopped by the house to see if we still lived here. After you left we both agreed you are

one speecial person, to have stopped by to see us, and for I thank you. It meant alot to me
but esp. to Dave.
Phylis - August 04, 2019 at 03:25 PM

