Gary Edwards
February 1, 1950 - December 28, 2018

Gary Edwards
Eureka – William “Gary” Edwards, 68, of Eureka, IL passed away at 8:30 am on Friday
December 28, 2018, at his residence.
He was born on February 1, 1950 in Memphis, TN to William Douglas and Doris Marie
Gammill Edwards. He married Wanda Kupferschmid on September 7, 1969 in Roanoke,
IL. She survives.
Also surviving are three daughters, Renae Dietrich of Washington; Nikie (Phil) Hodel of
Goodfield; Karie (Jason) Hospelhorn of Carlock; his mother Marie Edwards of Eureka; 10
grandchildren, Hannah (Luke) Anliker; Logan (Keirstyn) Dietrich; Landon Dietrich; Lakin
Dietrich; Danielle (Brett Onnen) Hodel; Josie (Derek) Tallyn; Payton Hodel; Jordan
(McKenzie) Rieke; Jaxon Rieke; Jaden Rieke; one great granddaughter, Brenley Dietrich;
and one on the way; one sister, Linda (Robert) Cook of Eureka; and one brother, Larry
(Janet) Edwards of Kappa.
He was preceded in death by his father and two sisters, Nona and Sandra Edwards.
Gary proudly served his country and was a veteran of the United States Air Force National
Guard. He volunteered on the Eureka Fire Department for 20 years, some of those years
serving as fire chief.
Gary was a dedicated maintenance worker and mechanic. He worked at AO Smith
Harvestor, DMI, and Earlybird. He semi – retired in 2015 and enjoyed going back during
harvest to help out.
Gary loved to tinker and work on engines all of his life. He was attracted to anything with
an engine from his boats to his cars to his motorcycles. He enjoyed fishing, trap shooting,
wood working and having coffee at Hardee’s. Most of all though, Gary enjoyed spending

time with his family, watching his grandchildren’s events and taking care of his dear wife,
Wanda who resides at the Apostolic Christian Home of Eureka.
Gary attended the Goodfield Apostolic Christian Church where funeral services will be
held at 10:00 am on Monday December 31, 2018. Church ministers will officiate. Visitation
will be held on Sunday from 12-3 pm at the Goodfield Apostolic Christian Fellowship Hall
in Goodfield and from 9-9:45 am on Monday prior to the services at the church. Burial will
be in the Apostolic Christian Cemetery in Roanoke.
Memorial contributions may be made to Heiterland at the Apostolic Christian Home of
Eureka.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at argoruestmanharris.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

argo ruestman - December 29, 2018 at 04:43 PM

“

I a so sorry to hear about Gary. I remember all the good times we had at Myrtle .He was a
wonderful friend during our childhood. I would love to be there for the family at the
services,but curcamstances for a sick friend keep me in Mississippi. Please know that I am
praying for your family in this time of sorrow.
Doug Jordan
New Albany.MS
Doug - December 30, 2018 at 01:18 PM

“
“

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
Doug - December 30, 2018 at 01:19 PM

That was a great tribute to your sweet Dad, Renae. I am so sorry for what you are feeling
right now. Please know that even though he is no longer here on earth with you, he is being
well taken care of, with our Lord. You will be together again one day. What a wonderful
man! Love you sweetie! I am praying for God to give you comfort.
Love ... Barb Primm
Barb - December 30, 2018 at 11:29 PM

“

Is an awesome, solid, great person. Great to have known him through his work at
Earlybird. Would do anything to help us out, and say things to make the day go
better. Seems like he never met an obstacle that he could not make better just
because of his attitude in life. Went to breakfast one time with him, and will never
forget that joyous laugh!

David King - January 09, 2019 at 11:25 AM

“

Howard Gerdes lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Howard Gerdes - January 02, 2019 at 07:20 PM

“

Dear Edwards family and Edwards girls,
I am so sorry to hear of the passing of your son, brother and father, Gary and you all
have my deepest sympathy. I grew up on a farm as a neighbor to Wanda and knew
all her Kupferschmid siblings very well, being one of the seven Richard Fehr boys. I
am also a neighbor to them in Eureka residing just north of there on Hilldale and
Burton. I remember seeing Gary going by a lot on his bright yellow motorcycle. I
remember one time in 2008, your dad and I went for a ride together around the
countryside when he loaned me his extra bike. I’ll always cherish that memory! For
you Edward’s girls, your father was a wonderful guy and I know you will miss him in
the coming days and months as both a father and grandfather. I think of I Corinthians
2:9 where it says “No I has seen nor ear has heard, no mind has conceived what
God has prepared for those who love him.” May God’s Word and God himself, as a
Heavenly Father, comfort you in your loss.
Sincerely, Paul Fehr

Paul Fehr - January 01, 2019 at 03:16 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Gary. Our neighborhood has lost a good neighbor. He
always shared a friendly wave or a quick chat when I was out walking or working in
the yard. He was just a good person. My heart goes out to his family.
Robin Richey

Robin Richey - December 30, 2018 at 05:32 PM

“

Kathy Hoyme lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Kathy Hoyme - December 30, 2018 at 04:47 PM

“

We are so very saddened to hear of the loss of your Dad. He was an amazing guy!! Always
a smile to share and great big heart! His light will always shine through all of you! Take
Care, We Love you all! Neal & Kathy
Kathy - December 30, 2018 at 04:51 PM

“

Jaden Rieke lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Jaden Rieke - December 29, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

So many times our paths would cross up at the Home.... Your dad was so dedicated
to your mom ! Our prayers are with you during this time and will continue. May God
comfort you. Mike & Kathy Leman

Mike and kathy leman - December 29, 2018 at 03:46 PM

“

Dear Edwards girls ,
Our hearts are so saddened by the sudden passing of your dad. He has left you a
wonder legacy, one that holds to the faithfulness of in sickness and in health. Cling
onto the love he had for you girls and your mom. Carry on with that love We will
continue to cover you all in prayer.
Our love,
Ed, Ruth and Laura Leman

Ruth Leman - December 29, 2018 at 01:46 PM

“

Payton Hodel lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Payton Hodel - December 29, 2018 at 10:27 AM

“

Renae, Nikie and Karie,
I was so saddened by the news of your dad's passing. I have so many great
memories of time spent with your folks.From fishing trips, camping, boating, ski trips
and the many good times shared around our potluck table. Your dad was a fun, kind,
and caring man. I have also been touched by how he has cared and taken care of
your mom the last few years. I will cherish the memories I have of him as I know you
will also. Good memories are such a blessing!
I am lifting you up in prayer--praying you will feel God's love and peace as you say
goodbye to your wonderful dad .
Love you, Linda

Linda Harris - December 29, 2018 at 06:28 AM

“

Dear Edwards family. Our sincere sympathy. I was so saddened to hear this. We will
remember your dad as a kind and caring man. We have been so touched by how he has
cared and taken care of your mom the last few years. Being "mates" in the Heiterland unit, I
was so impressed by his continuing support--every day 3 times a day... much
randy and dawn maloney - December 29, 2018 at 01:21 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Gary Edwards.

December 29, 2018 at 06:18 AM

And

“

Landon Dietrich lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Landon Dietrich - December 29, 2018 at 01:13 AM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Gary Edwards.

December 28, 2018 at 09:28 PM

“

Lakin Dietrich lit a candle in memory of Gary Edwards

Lakin Dietrich - December 28, 2018 at 08:07 PM

