James "Jim" Harper
April 15, 1946 - September 27, 2015

Washington-James “Jim” Harper, 69, of Washington, IL passed away at 10:05 a.m. on
Sunday, September 27, 2015 at Unity Point Health-Methodist in Peoria.
Jim was born on April 15, 1946 in Peoria, IL a son of Gerald and Bonnie Gher Harper. He
married Jill (Krumholz) Litwiller on September 21, 1996 in Washington, IL. She survives.
Survivors also include one brother, Tom Harper of Morton; one son, Jeff (Debbie) Harper
of Stillman Valley, IL; one daughter, Tracy Harper of Pekin, IL; one step-daughter, Amy
(Kent) Connett of Mackinaw; one step-son, Aaron (Kim) Litwiller of Macon, MS; five
grandchildren and eight step-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Jim graduated with an Agriculture major from ISU.
Jim worked as a land assessor for the state of Illinois. He was a salesman for AO Smith
Harvester in Wisconsin and he was the owner/operator of JH Car Wash in Washington for
32 years.
Visitation will be held on Saturday, October 3, 2015 from 1-4p.m. at Argo-Ruestman-Harris
Funeral Home in Eureka. There will be no funeral service. Cremation rites will be
accorded. Argo-Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home in Eureka is handling arrangements for
the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Snyder Village in Metamora or UnityPointMethodist Hospice . Online tributes and condolences may be made to
www.argoruestmanharris.com.
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Comments

“

Jill, I'm so sorry to hear of Jim's passing. Praying God's comfort and peace for you as
you begin your healing journey.

JoEtta Hinrichsen - October 27, 2015 at 08:39 AM

“

Jill, So sorry to hear about Jim's passing. I always enjoyed his humor and wit. He will
be missed.
Lisa Ryan and family

Lisa Ryan - October 03, 2015 at 10:33 AM

“

Jill, I am thinking about you and your family at this very sad time. When I worked at
ACE Hardware, in Washington, Jim would come in and the first thing he would ask is,
"Well, did he win"? Our own inside joke, but then I am sure that you know what it
means. I will miss Jim's sense of humor.
The world has truly lost one of the good ones. Rest in Peace Jim.
Connie Melton
Washington

Connie Melton - October 02, 2015 at 11:34 AM

“

I'm shocked to learn of Jim's passing. I had just seen and visited with Jim at Walmart
one day in mid-September. Although we didn't go to camp at the same time (he was
a little older than me) we had a great time recalling some fun times at Camp Ney'-aTi which was run by Coach Ralph (Mac) McKinze and his wife. The topic cam up
because I had just found photos and mementos from my time at the camp while
packing up my parents house. Our parents had been good friends, and mine sent me
to camp on the recommendation of Jim's parents. I was really excited about going
based on some of the stories Jim had shared about his time at the camp.
Someone once said: “Memory is a special place in our hearts where we find comfort
in treasured thoughts of those we hold dear.” My last conversation with Jim certainly
provided proof of the impact of memories of the people in our lives. We both had
fond memories of out time with the McKinze's at Camp Ney'-a-Ti.
Anias Nin's observation that “through love, through friendship, a heart lives more

than one life” was certainly proven true on that day that I saw Jim. I encourage you
all to remember all the good times with Jim, his impact on yours and others lives.
Remember how his love and friendship made you feel -- it is a feeling that will live on
in our hearts.
Rick Robinson
Eureka
Rick Robinson - October 02, 2015 at 12:29 AM

“

We were sorry to hear of Jim's passing. My brother Bruce & I grew up with Jim, Tom,
and their parents. Our families had many outings together including camping,
boating, and loads of fun times at Jim's parents. Jim & I rode horses together and
drove my horse with Jim's sleigh on the golf course in the winter. We moved away
right after graduation in 1964 but Jim did visit with my brother & folks once many
years ago. I'm very sorry for your loss and am thankful for all the wonderful
memories of Jim and his family.Sincerely, Lynn Curtis

LYNN CURTIS - October 01, 2015 at 03:15 PM

“

My condolences to Jill and the family.

Brandon Reynolds - September 30, 2015 at 09:21 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of James "Jim" Harper.

September 30, 2015 at 08:07 PM

“

Thomas B. purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of James "Jim"
Harper.

Thomas B. - September 30, 2015 at 04:56 PM

“

Jeff and Debbie, Stephen, Aaron, Ashley and Nichol purchased the Serenity Wreath
for the family of James "Jim" Harper.

Jeff and Debbie, Stephen, Aaron, Ashley and Nichol - September 30, 2015 at 04:43 PM

“

Jim was in my first wedding and his dad gave me my first real job. He and his dad
were both great people and will be missed.

Richard Reynolds - September 30, 2015 at 02:34 PM

“

Jill I am really glad to have been around Jim and you this past years. He made us
happy especially with his stories. He will be missed very much by us.

Jim and Pam Thomas - September 30, 2015 at 02:13 PM

“

I am blessed to have had the privilege of knowing Jim. His positive energy and "cando" attitude really brought out the best in others around him.
Jill, my thoughts and prayers are with you and the family.

Nick Lareau - September 30, 2015 at 11:52 AM

“

Jill I am so sorry we are unable to attend the visitation but please know we are so
sorry for your great loss and our prayers will be with you! Your eyes sparkled with
you spoke of Jim--I know he was the love of your life. Bless you always.
Doug and Karen Martin

Karen Martin - September 30, 2015 at 10:19 AM

“

I was shocked and saddened to learn of Jim's passing. I did not know Jim that I long,
having met him when we both worked as morning stockers at Menards. When the
alarm went off at a very early hour before we started to work at 5 am, I was relieved
to know that I would be seeing Jim and always having fun at Menards. Jim and Jill
became great friends and I will miss him greatly. John Jackson

John Jackson - September 29, 2015 at 06:36 PM

“

Jill, Candy & I are so sorry. Jim was a great guy. He always had a way to make us
laugh. We can still see him playing with your dog Rocky. He will be greatly missed.
Doug & Candy Smay

Doug Smay - September 29, 2015 at 06:35 PM

“

I hope he's driving the best corvette in heaven!
Shirley Ayers Bowe

Shirley Bowe - September 29, 2015 at 01:04 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences to you all! I am deeply saddened by this loss! Jim was a
very unique person who had lots of energy and had a way of always making you
laugh! Love to you all! Mandi and Dustin washburn. Xoxo

mandi washburn - September 29, 2015 at 12:28 PM

“

Jim was a super nice guy and always fun to be around.
Janie Beharelle
Janie Beharelle - September 29, 2015 at 02:16 PM

“

Jill... Sherman and I would like to extend our condolences to you and the family..... I can
still visualize you and Jim walking your dog around our neighborhood and stopping to say
hi ever so often. He was always there to help anyone that needed it whether it was a co
worker or guest at menard's,.
Judy - September 30, 2015 at 11:17 AM

“

So very sorry to hear about Jim. He gave me my first job at Sunoco and then helped build
the car wash. He always treated me very well and everyone fairly. A great friend and
businessman! God Bless Jim!
joe bullard - September 30, 2015 at 02:16 PM

“

Jill and family, I am so sorry to hear about Jim's passing. I always admired his business
savvy and he treated me so well. You are in my thoughts and prayers, Ron Riggins
Ron Riggins - September 30 2015 at 06:40 PM

Ron Riggins September 30, 2015 at 06:40 PM

“

Jim would come into the RadioShack at Cherry Tree quite often when I managed it. I
always enjoyed talking "cars" with him. He's also the guy who talked me into buying a.
Corvette. Six Corvettes later....you will be missed sir.
Neil Young - September 30, 2015 at 10:52 PM

“

My family has known the Harper's since I was in high school. I ran into Jim and Jill recently
at Kep's and got a chance to get a hug and catch up. He was one of the most upbeat
people I have ever known. He will be missed but his family can be comforted to know what
a positive mark he left on each person he met. My thoughts are with you all.
Susan Reynolds Koeppel
Susan Reynolds Koeppel - October 01, 2015 at 06:33 AM

“

Dear Jill
I was shocked but will be praying for come by and see us in Brookshire Condo's we care
still for you Beth Unsicker
Beth U. - October 02, 2015 at 11:00 AM

“

Jill,
You and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.
Travis and Cathy Mansfield - October 03, 2015 at 10:34 AM

“

Jill-just heard of Jim's passing Saturday night. What a shock to us. We both enjoyed our
conversations with Jim. He was a great guy! Jill you are in our thoughts and prayers. Jason
and Jolene
jolene krumwiede - October 07, 2015 at 05:34 PM

“

Wow, I'm so sorry, we were neighbors in the Knolls. We were in high school together. He
was like a brother to me. Tommy I know you will miss him.
Susie Hammond ..... Wolfeboro, NH
Susan Hammond - December 08, 2015 at 09:49 AM

