Mary Ann Carlson
November 30, 1932 - August 7, 2015

Mary Ann Carlson, 82, of Bloomington, IL died in the loving care of OSF hospice at the
Eureka Apostolic Nursing Home on Aug. 7, 2015. Mary Ann was the youngest daughter of
S. Horace and Mayme Ellenberger, born November 30, 1932 in Gridley, IL. She married
Francis “Fritz” Carlson August 19, 1956 having met while they were working at General
Electric in Bloomington. Mary Ann and Fritz have three surviving children, Ned Carlson of
Beloit, WI/ Crawley, West Sussex, UK, Nan Carlson (Brenda) of Normal, IL; and Sue
(Paul) Murphy of Edwardsville. Grandchildren include Matthew (Cassie) Carlson, Elissa
Alwes, Tucker and Tanner Carlson-Huber, and Drew and Erin Murphy. Mary Ann’s sister
Jane Gramm and brother, Joe (Pat) Ellenberger also survive.
Her husband, parents, oldest brother, Larry Ellenberger, and brother-in-law Herb Gramm
preceded her in death.
Mary Ann was active in her community throughout her life, including volunteering with the
Bloomington-Normal Newcomers, Zonta Business Club, Bloomington-Normal History
Club, PEO, Illinois Symphony Orchestra Guild, the Challenger Learning Center, and the
David Davis Mansion. Although she started her college education at Eureka College, she
left early to work at GE, eventually finishing a degree in interior design. With this education
she began working at Knight’s Shoppe and Ensenberger’s, eventually buying her own
business in window treatments, known as Spring Crest Draperies. Additionally, she was
able to apply her skill and ingenuity toward the expansion of the 1st United Methodist
Church of Normal, of which she was a member.
In addition to be a loving mother, Mary Ann enjoyed sewing and home decorating,
collecting antiques, golf, tennis, playing bridge with friends, and traveling with Fritz. One of
the groups she and Fritz enjoyed most was a gourmet group established during the mid
1970’s. This group continued for over a decade, celebrating culture, food, history and a
great deal of humor. These friendships have been a staple and model for their children to
appreciate. Mary Ann lived with the effects of Parkinson Disease for almost 15 years.
Throughout, she was always gracious and patient with those trying to help. She benefitted
greatly from the services of specialists in both Milwaukee and at Washington University
Movement Disorders clinic in St. Louis. Her children, extended family and friends will miss
her but find solace in knowing that she is no longer bound by the restrictions of her

physical body.
Donations can be made in Mary Ann’s name to the Parkinson Foundation (Parkinson.org),
the David Davis Mansion, Bloomington, IL, the Illinois Symphony Orchestra, or your
choice.
A celebration of life event will be held on Sunday, August 23, at 2 pm at The Vrooman
Mansion, 701 E. Taylor St. Bloomington, IL. Argo-Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home in
Eureka is assisting the family with their arrangements. Online condolences may be
directed to the family at www.argoruestmanharris.com.

Comments

“

On behalf of the Eureka College community, our deepest condolences to the family,
friends and classmates of Mary Ann Carlson. May God's comforting Spirit be with
you as you mourn her passing and celebrate her life us.
Sincerely,
Chaplain Bruce Fowlkes, Eureka College

Bruce Fowlkes - August 19, 2015 at 08:55 AM

“

I want to thank all of the wonderful and amazing people at the Apostolic Christian
Home in Eureka who cared for our Mom Mary Ann.
We couldn't have hoped for more special caregivers there; and as difficult as it was,
Joyce and all of the other staff (that I wish I could name) helped get us through
knowing that she was in God's loving hands as well as theirs.
I would also like to thank the hospice Chaplain-Steve and the OFS staff for their
caring and gentle role for Mom in hospice.
Thank you so much! You're all Angels here on Earth!
Susie (Carlson) Murphy

Sue Murphy - August 17, 2015 at 01:45 PM

“

Who could forget Mary Ann's smile--it shone even as her health declined. I think it
reflected her inner joy. As a member of the old "gourmet group," I will always
remember evenings with Fritz and Mary Ann and their big poodle, "Tiki," at the
country house across from Crestwicke. So many laughs. We have much to be
thankful for in the life of our friend, Mary Ann Carlson. From Pat Grogg

Pat Grogg - August 12, 2015 at 07:22 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to my dear friend Sue, and her family. You're in our thoughts and
prayers, always. Love, Ken
Ken Grogg - August 12, 2015 at 11:14 AM

