Patricia Mae Yordy
May 27, 1932 - October 25, 2017

Eureka- Patricia Mae "Pat" Yordy, 85, of Eureka passed away peacefully in her home at
12:15p.m. on Wednesday, October 25, 2017.
Pat was born on May 27, 1932 in Eureka a daughter of Frank Allen and Esther Mae
Schertz Harnish. She married Maurice Yordy on June 19, 1954 at the Roanoke Mennonite
Church in Eureka, Illinois.
Pat's survivors include her husband, Maurice of Eureka; one brother, Robert(Ruth)
Harnish; one sister, Marjorie(Wayne) Guth both of Eureka; many nieces and nephews.
Pat was preceded in death by a sister, Suzanne Bishop and a brother, David Harnish.
Pat attended a one room rural school and then graduated from Eureka High School. After
high school she graduated from Goshen College in Goshen, Indiana with a B.A. degree in
education. Later her studies earned an M.S. from Illinois State University in Normal,
Illinois. During her 30 year teaching career she taught as several schools including
Metamora Grade School, Davenport Elementary in Eureka, Illinois and Eureka Middle
School. She taught homebound students and did some substitute teaching.
Pat loved good music , played in the high school band and sang in college choirs for four
years. She enjoyed concerts at the Peoria Symphony Orchestra, played the piano and
instructed students in her home at one time.
Pat was a very active member of the East Peoria Mennonite Church for 40 years. While
there her roles included choir director, accompanist, Sunday School work, women's Bible
study teacher, and as a member of various committees. She was also a very faithful
support for her husband, Maurice, who served in the role as Pastor for 23 years. After
retirement from the East Peoria Church, Maurice served an interim assignment at the
Bethel Mennonite church in Pekin, Illinois where Pat was accompanist for congregational
singing.

Pat loved her family and the special occasions she shared with them were always
meaningful. She respected her colleagues in the school system and appreciated the
opportunity of observing student growth in the classroom.
She always had a ready smile and seldom spoke in negative terms about others. Pat
loved life, liked to travel, and had a keen interest in antiques. She opened her home to
seven young men in the 1960's in an Exchanged Visitors Program sponsored by the
Mennonite Church. It was designed to promote good relationships between countries. This
program enriched the Yordy's lives and great relationships exist even today. The Yordy's
visited these young men and their families in Europe and maintain great contacts to this
day.
The family is deeply grateful to Jody Emhoff, Michele Graber, Heidi Mathews and Kim
Weers for their gracious and loving care during Pat's illness. They also want to express
appreciation to Harbor Light Hospice for the excellent support given to Pat and Maurice.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, October 30, 2017 at the Roanoke
Mennonite Church. Pastors Bryan Miller and Alice Kennell will officiate. Visitation will be
held on Sunday, October 29, 2017 from 3-5p.m. at the Argo-Ruestman-Harris Funeral
Home in Eureka and also one hour before services at the church on Monday. Burial will be
held in the Roanoke Mennonite Cemetery.
Following the request of the family, in lieu of flowers , memorial contributions can be made
to the Alzheimer's Association or Roanoke Mennonite Church. Online condolences may
be sent to the family at www.argoruestmanharris.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

argo ruestman - October 28, 2017 at 06:58 PM

“

Mary Jane (Halstead) and I Mike Watts are so sorry to hear about Pat. Pat and
Maurice were a guiding influence during the time we were dating in high school. Bob
Harnish married us in the East Peoria Mennonite Church and we just celebrated 45
years together. Pat has a special place in our hearts and we wish Maurice the best.
May God comfort you. Sorry I could not be there but I am recuperating from surgery.
Mike Watts

Mike Watts - October 30, 2017 at 12:19 AM

“

Curt and I are so thankful for the wonderful time we had with Pat, Maurice, Jody, and
my brother Roger at their home several years ago. Pat was a beautiful lady. Our
thoughts and prayers are with your family. Carol Johnson

Carol Johnson - October 29, 2017 at 11:45 PM

“

Pat was a special caring teacher who truly cared for her students. My sympathies to
Maury, Bob and Marjorie and all the family. Blessings to you all.

Karlita Sloter - October 29, 2017 at 07:36 PM

“

Dear Friends of Pat,
My sister Carol sent my wife Carole a link to her I-pad which had the picture of
Patricia Mae “Pat” Harnish Yordy with the suggestion that we share some memories
below to be placed on something looking like a typewriter keyboard.
Since I no longer type I got a pencil and tablet and began handwriting a story about
my cousin Pat Harnish later to be called Pat Yordy who was one of the sweetest,
dearest, kindest, loving persons who ever graced my life, Beckie McCoy, a fellow
Lake Villager, deciphered my handwriting into the following story:
Teenage cousins secretly Holding Hands during evening service at the Metamora

Mennonite Church!
About a month ago I was talking with Maurice and I asked about Pat. He said “She’s
right here, do you want to talk with her?” I said “Yes” and Pat and I began to visit.
She allowed right off the bat that she sometimes has trouble remembering things and
I said something to the effect of “Who doesn’t?” and she laughed. Then I think we
talked about her friend Jody who comes to help her every now and then before going
on about things here at Lake Village Farm (the ducks, the geese, the turkeys, the
peacocks, the chickens, the goat, the cattle and the 37 new calves and the hogs and
some of the people. We went to reminiscing in a way that I think the present link is
calling for. One of the things I brought up with Pat was that night we held hands at
the Metamora Mennonite Church. She laughed again and said “Did we really?”
Maybe I remember it better than she, whatever the case it’s a great memory and just
one of many that I hold dear to my heart amongst all the countless hours spent with
Pat living together our Anabaptist lives, double dating with her and Maurice and me
with her cousin Rosemary Van Dyke going to concerts, picnics, church, and even
movies.
So now the time has come to wish her spirit well after having accomplished the task
of having left her earthly bundle of flesh to go onto the Mystic yonder of the
imperfectly understood, unknown where we will all soon join her. Love you Pat, see
you soon.
Roger Ulrich
Roger Ulrich - October 29, 2017 at 04:56 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss. Our prayers are with you all at this time.

Myron & Pat Graber - October 28, 2017 at 03:32 PM

“

Condolences to Maurice and all of Pat’s family.
She was a wonderful colleague, and such a sweet lady.
Pete Driscoll

Pete Driscoll - October 28, 2017 at 08:59 AM

“

Our deepest sympathies to your family. Pat and Maurice were a team in their work
for spreading the Word. Love, Russ and Barb Roth

Barb Roth - October 27, 2017 at 08:30 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Patricia Mae Yordy.

October 27, 2017 at 05:38 PM

“

My memories of Pat (and Maurice) are always of their kind, genuine hearts. I knew
both the Harnish's and Pat & Maurice as I grew up in what was Highway Village
Mennonite Church.

Terri Roark - October 27, 2017 at 02:26 PM

“

I have so many fond memories of activities with you, Pat, and Maurice. The trip to
Branson was hilarious fun! You helped me find information for the class I was
teaching at Maple Lawn. Sunday mornings just weren't complete without the Yordys.
Thanks to your nephew, I had great help with my porphyria. These memories are just
a start. You will be greatly missed by many friends and family.

Terri Witter - October 27, 2017 at 11:29 AM

“

From our first conversation at an IMC assembly to playing the piano for me on my
last visit with her, I will always cherish my memories of Pat. I love her dearly. Truly a
special person.

Julie Hendricks - October 26, 2017 at 06:33 PM

“

She was such a nice and sweet lady, and we were blessed to have known her, and will be
sorely missed!
The Frank's - October 26, 2017 at 10:31 PM

“

Pat was one of my elementary school teachers in Eureka. She was one of my favorite
teachers. She was a very special, sweet, kind, Christian lady, whom it was a joy and
privilege to have know.
Linda (Yordy) Dooly - October 28, 2017 at 12:02 AM

