Shirley Ann Studebaker
March 24, 1932 - December 2, 2019

ROANOKE – Shirley Ann Studebaker, 87, formerly of Eureka passed away at 9:15 a.m.
Monday, December 2, 2019, at the Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke.
Shirley was born on Mar. 24, 1932, in Flint, Mich., to Otho Paul and Helen Lorraine (Grice)
Mayfield. She married Paul Studebaker on Dec. 14, 1951 in Danville, Ill. She was
preceded in death by Paul and her parents.
Shirley is survived by one brother, Paul Junior Mayfield of Ballwin, MO. Also surviving are
three sons, Donald Studebaker of Tahlequah, OK, Kenneth (Jane) Studebaker of
Congerville, IL, and Thomas Studebaker of Normal, IL. Shirley had 10 grandchildren;
Benjamin (Marissa) Studebaker, Rebecca (Mark) Barrick, Sarah Studebaker, Erin (Scott)
Barnhart, Rachel (Lukas) Quanstrom, Daniel (Stephani) Studebaker, Carole (Haroon)
Rashid, Andrew (Mallory) Studebaker, Paul Michael Studebaker and Leah Studebaker;
and 21 great-grandchildren.
Shirley was an accomplished piano teacher and church musician. She held an Associate’s
Degree from Olivet Nazarene University in Bourbonnais, IL. She taught for several years
in the Unit 140 schools before retiring in 1989. In addition to teaching in the public
schools, Shirley taught private piano lessons and held church positions as organist and
choir director.
Shirley participated in community choirs and frequently directed, accompanied, or sang
solos in civic programs, stage performances and concerts. She often served as a choral or
piano adjudicator for Illinois High School Association and Illinois Elementary School
Association contests.
The family will receive visitors on Saturday, December 7, 2019 from 9 to 10:45 a.m. at
Eureka Bible Church in Eureka, IL. The funeral service will begin at 11 a.m. with Pastor
Tom Swanson officiating.
Cremation rites will be accorded with inurnment at Olio Township Cemetery at a later date.
Argo-Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home in Eureka is assisting the family with arrangements.
The family would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Dr. Chris Hughes and the staff at the
Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke for their kind and compassionate care provided
during Shirley’s residence at the home.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke or

Crossroads United Methodist Church of Washington.
Online condolences may be sent to the family at argoruestmanharris.com.
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Comments

“

Don, Ken, and Tom,
I had the sincere pleasure to know Shirley during my 12 years in the choir at
Evangelical United Methodist Church in Washington. She was a primary reason I
joined the choir, and she was definitely the reason I stayed. From the moment I met
Shirley, her passion for music was evident - more important, her passion for teaching
was clear. While I don't teach music (I teach business and leadership development),
she was a role model for how to create a positive learning environment and how to
provide specific opportunities for students to reach their potential. Through the choir,
Shirley gave me a platform to increase my confidence and stage presence - both of
which have been very instrumental to my personal and professional success.
They say there are people who come into our lives for a reason, and I most certainly
am blessed that Shirley was in my life. May she rest in peace and be making
beautiful music in heaven.
With sincere sympathy,
Cindy Byrd

Cindy Byrd - December 11, 2019 at 07:43 AM

“

Tom,
Sorry for your loss. I use to see her at Grand Victorian when I was visiting clients.
Always had a smile on her face.
Patty Bonczkowski

Patricia Bonczkowski - December 08, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

Shirley was such a blessing at the nursing home. She was so kind and loved music.
And it was evident she had a deep love for her Lord. We are so thankful we got to
know her. You have our deepest sympathy and prayers for our Lord's comfort in your
loss. With love, Harold & Judy Sauder

Judy Sauder - December 07, 2019 at 02:01 PM

“

Don, Ken, and Tom,
Sending my sympathies for your loss. Your family will be in my prayers. I am very
grateful for the years of learning music with Shirley. Studying piano with her was an
important part of my education. She was always a joyful example in many ways.
We have wonderful memories of spending time with your family.
Laura Horton Hamm

Laura H Hamm - December 06, 2019 at 05:42 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Shirley Ann
Studebaker.

December 06, 2019 at 02:17 PM

“

I will certainly miss Shirley’s smile. She loved to attend anything that had to do with
music and talked about her family a lot. Prayers to your family. Phyllis Eden

Phyllis Eden - December 06, 2019 at 07:18 AM

“

Our love & prayers are with you in your loss.

Steph and DonnaLou Baner - December 05, 2019 at 10:13 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Shirley Ann Studebaker.

December 05, 2019 at 03:29 PM

“

Dear Don, Ken, and Tom,
I'm so sorry to hear about your mom's passing, and I am holding all of you in my
heart and prayers.
There are so many wonderful memories of camping with all of you, of time spent in
each other's homes, and being sent to the other end of the house because we were
all too noisy when we played Pit.
No one ever had an "Aunt Shirley" or "Uncle Paul" like we did. Good times with good
people.
I hope that you will all hold on to whatever good memories you have of your parents,
and cherish each moment you spend with those you love.
Blessings to each of you,
Deborah (Horton) Tisch

Deborah L Tisch - December 05, 2019 at 03:18 PM

“

Don, Ken, & Tom...I know your hearts are heavy but she's in a better place. She was a dear
friend to me and a great influence in my life as I got more involved in music. I am in
Parkersburg WV in a apartment not far from Laura. Nat passed away in 2016 after a 15
year struggle with COPD. We have good memories of times spent together. May God hold
you all in his hand.
Love from Aunt Horton
Marilyn Handell Horton - December 05, 2019 at 09:14 PM

“

Your mom and dad were very important people in my years growing up in Eureka. I
could mot have asked for a better piano teacher and voice teacher. They not only
taught me about music, but about life and how to succeed. I am a better person
because of them. My heart goes out to all of you.

Molly Spence-Hogan - December 05, 2019 at 12:47 PM

“

Aunt Shirley was a very kind and gentle lady who cared very much for her sons, her and
Uncle Paul were a very sweet couple. They will always be in our hearts. My condolences to
all the boys.
Paula Werner - December 05, 2019 at 09:39 PM

“

Sad to hear this news -- Shirley was one of the really nice people in our experience.
We had a nice visit with her this summer, when our senior band played at the AC
Home. We would come to the visitation, but will be at a family funeral at that time.
Our prayers are that you will find peace and comfort in this time of grief and loss.

Alan & Kathy Newhall
Alan Newhall - December 05, 2019 at 11:16 AM

“

Ken and Jane and all family, So sorry for your Loss

Kevin Janssen - December 04, 2019 at 11:27 PM

“

To Ken Don Tommy I’m sure I’m sorry about your mom always really enjoyed being
around her your mom and dad had a great effect in my life and I’m thankful for that I
know many years of gone by but I still consider you all my friends praying for God’s
comfort in your life

ken collins - December 04, 2019 at 10:22 PM

“

Mrs. Studebaker was both my piano teacher and first voice teacher. She helped my
love of music grow, and my career of directing shows and musicals definitely had a
huge Studebaker influence. Bless you all and know she'll never be forgotten.
Liz Johann Rebmann

Liz Johann Rebmann - December 04, 2019 at 10:17 PM

“

I very much enjoyed careing for your Mother, she had a heart of gold, I will truly miss
her, I also will always remember when she would go to the dining room and play the
piano, we all loved her very much

Mary Aeschleman - December 04, 2019 at 10:11 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear about Shirley. She was a wonderful choir director, piano
teacher and friend. I have many fond memories of the time she was at EUM Church
and taught my daughter piano. She will be missed.

Mary Jo Grebner - December 04, 2019 at 04:19 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. She certainly made our EHS musicals and Messiah performances of
better quality. I certainly enjoyed knowing and caring for her.
Judy (Kuebler) Feazel - December 04, 2019 at 07:04 PM

“

You are all in my thoughts and prayers. Shirley was a remarkable soul with a heart of
gold. I am sure she is playing the piano in Heaven God and the angels. I truly
enjoyed the time with her at Morningside in Washington. She taught me so much
about life! Jill Franklin(former Activities Director Morningside of Washington).

Jill Franklin - December 04, 2019 at 04:18 PM

“

Jill Franklin lit a candle in memory of Shirley Ann Studebaker

Jill Franklin - December 04, 2019 at 04:11 PM

“

Our sympathy goes to all the family at this time of parting. We were glad to be of
service to Shirley and her family. She will certainly be missed at the Home!
The staff and residents at the Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke

Apostolic Christian Home of Roanoke - December 04, 2019 at 12:07 PM

